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and entirely free from the modern tinsel. I therefore prohibit all concetti, and luxuriances of fancy, which only depreciate so noble a subject; and I must do the handsomest women I know the justice to say, that they keep the clearest from these extravagances. Delia's good sense appears even in her dress, which she neither studies nor neglects; but, by a decent and modest conformity to the fashion, equally shuns the triumphant pageantry of an overbearing beauty, or the insolent negligence of a conscious one.
As for those of an inferior rank of beauty, such as are only pretty women, and whose charms result rather from a certain air and je ne sens quoi in their whole composition, than from any dignity of figure, or symmetry of features, I allow them greater licences in their own ornaments, because their subject, not being of the sublimest kind, may receive some advantages from the elegancy of style, and the variety of images. I, therefore, permit them to dress up to all the nights and fancies of the sonnet, the madrigal, and such-like minor compositions. Flavia may serve for a model of this kind; her ornaments are her amusement, not her care; though she shines in all the gay and glittering images of dress, the prettiness of the subject warrants all the wantonness of the fancy. And if she owes them a lustre, which, it may be, she would not have without them, she returns them graces they could find nowhere else.
There is a third sort, who, with a perfect neutrality Df face, are neither handsome nor ugly, and who have nothing to recommend them, but a certain smart and genteel turn of little figure, quick and lively. These E cannot indulge in a higher style than the epigram,